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and archaeological evidence. Little is known about the early
stages of the insurrection which he contrived against his
master at Kish, and when his story opens he has already pro-
claimed himself king and established a rival capital to Erech
at Agade. There is, however, some evidence as to his humble
origin.

Sargon himself seems to have by no means been ashamed
of it. (My mother', he declares, ' was humble, I knew not
my father. My father's brother was a dweller in the moun-
tain. My town was Azupirani that is set on the bank of the f
Euphrates. My humble mother conceived me; secretly
brought me to birth; set me in an ark of bulrushes ; made
fast my -door with pitch. She consigned me to the river,
which did not overwhelm me. The river carried me along

to Akki, the irrigator-----Akki the irrigator brought me up

to be his son; . . . set me to gardening. During my garden-
ing, lo, the goddess Ishtar loved me, and for fifty-four years
the kingship was mine/ This story is perhaps no more re-
markable than that of Ku-bau, the Semitic queen of the Third
Dynasty of Kish, who was reputed to have once been a brothel-
keeper.

The Akkadians, who had already filtered into Iraq in suffi-
cient numbers to give their name to the region around modern
Baghdad, were a Semitic people from the west or north- j
west. It seems probable that their relationship to the true
Sumerians had, to begin with, been that of a subordinate
class, but they now appear as their political rivals. With the
arrival of Sargon as champion of an independent Akkad,
Lugal-zaggisi found his southern states in considerable danger.
The new Akkadian king however did not yet turn his atten-
tion to the south, since he would thus have exposed himself
to being attacked in the rear by the savage northern tribes.
His early campaigns were therefore successively conducted
against Mari, Ashur, Kirkuk and Arbil, thereby assuring
the allegiance of northern Iraq. Next he marched against
the Guti, tribesmen of the Zagros mountains^ turned south into
the marshes east of the Tigris, and finally made his first raid
into Sumer, capturing Lagash.

Sargon made one more expedition northward and subdued
the tribes of southern Anatolia before he felt his position
sufficiently consolidated to deal with Lugal-zaggisi. He then